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namas te adinathaya viśvanāthāya te namah | 
namas te viśvarūpāya viśvātītāya te namah || 1 || 


1. “I bow down in reverence to you Adinatha, I bow down in reverence to you Visvanatha’; and I bow 
down in reverence to you, the one with the form of the universe, and beyond it.’ 


1. The linga of Visvanatha (raised above the skull) at Kasi is expressly inferred. 


- Yogabijam of Goraksanatha 


Selected verses from the Skanda Purana relating to Visvanatha. 
Verse 31, Chapter 5 - Agastya’s Departure, Section 1 — Purvardha, Skanda Purana: 


31. “There is no other Linga equal to that of Visvanatha and there is no city equal to Kasi in all the three 
worlds.” 


Verses 94-95, Chapter 34 - In Praise of Jnanavapi, Section 1 — Purvardha, Skanda Purana: 


94. O my beloved lord, all these you have, due to the favour of Visvesa. If my desire is to be fulfilled, I shall 
mention it, please listen. 


95. Send me immediately to the city of Visvanatha. My vital breaths have already left. I remain behind only 
in the form of the physical frame. 


Verses 26-32, Chapter 3 - The Hermitage of Agastya, Section 1 — Purvardha, Skanda Purana: 


26-27. They made the wretched and helpless destitutes satisfied (by their donations etc.) and then bowed to 
Lord Visvesvara. They strictly observed the regulations regarding vow of celibacy etc., and duly concluded 
all the requisite formalities of visiting holy spots. They frequently visited (the Linga of ) Visvanatha, prayed 
and bowed to him and proceeded to that place where Agastya was present in his eagerness and readiness 
for helping others. 


28. He had installed a Linga after his own name and made a Kunda (a sacred pit) in front of it. Reciting 
Satarudriya hymn, he sat there with a steady mind. 


29. From afar, the Devas saw him blazing like a second Sun. He was brilliant all round with his limbs 
resembling a blazing fire. 


30. Is this the submarine fire itself who performs a penance in personified form? He was quite immovable 
like a post. He was pure like the mind of a saintly person. 


31. Or perhaps, all the fiery refulgence’s have resorted to this Brahmanical body and practice for the 
attainment of the greatest abode that is quiescent. 


32. Due to the severe penance of this sage, the Sun is able to blaze brilliantly and fire also to burn brightly. 
Capala (Lightning) has (as if) become Acapala (not fickle, steady). 


Verses 107-110, Chapter 86 - Manifestation of VisvakarmesSa, Section 2 — Uttarardha, Skanda Purana: 
Isvara said: 


107. O goddess, O daughter of the Lord of Mountains, all those Lingas in Kasi efficacious in causing 
salvation and specifically asked by you, have been described by me to you. 


108-110. They are: the Linga named Omkara, Lord Trivistapa, Mahadeva, Krttivasas, Ratnesa, Candra, 
Kedara, Dharmesa, Viresvara, Kamesa, Visvakarmesa and Manikarnisvara, that which is worthy of my 
adoration named Avimukta, then O goddess, that which has my name i.e. Visvanatha which is well -known 
in the universe and which accords happiness to the whole universe. 


Verses 22-26, Chapter 28 - The Greatness of Ganga, Section 1— Purvardha, Skanda Purana: 


22. He who utters the Mantras and offers the libations of the Pitrs unto these people and offers Sraddha and 
balls of rice, is called as one who is conversant with the procedure. 


23. Whatever holy places are there in the three worlds bestowing cherished desires, they resort to Ganga 
that flows towards the north at Kasi. 


24. O Visnu, the celestial river is sacred everywhere, capable of dispelling the sin of even Brahmana- 
slaughter. It is particularly so where its current flows towards the north at Kast. 


25-26. Devas, sages and groups of Pitrs sing (i.e., wish): “Will Ganga flowing towards the north at Kast be 
ever seen by us? We can be satiated through the Amrta (nectarine water) there and be free from the three 
types of distresses. Presently, with the grace of Visvanatha we shall attain salvation too.” 


Verse 6, Chapter 32 - The Manifestation of Dandapani, Section 1 — Purvardha, Skanda Purana: 


6. O wise one, by the grace of Visvabhartr' (Siva), aman who hears this story, obtains without hindrance the 
merit of residing in Kasi. 


1. aT (bhartr) “bearer, supporter, maintainer.” 


Verses 68-73, Chapter 29 - Kumara Becomes Commander-in-chief of the Deva Army, Section 2 - 
Kaumarika-khanda, Skanda Purana: 


68-73. In the holy forest of Arbudaranya’ which yields heavenly pleasures and liberation unto men, O 
Viraka, there is the Linga called Acalesvaralinga. It yields the same benefit unto men as the Visvanatha 
linga at Varanasi. Its benefit is equivalent to that of ten pilgrimages to Prabhasa. It is said that by taking 
one trip to the great mountain Arbuda, the same can be acquired. By performing penance in this place and 
by casting off the essential ingredients of the body (i.e. by dying) in this place, men will never become 
Samsarin (i.e. subjected to births and deaths), as Mahesvara himself has uttered. If (a pilgrimage to) 
Arbuda could be (performed) by persons who are miserable due to frequent births and they can resort to it, 
why should they remember Varanasi and Kedara? It is not necessary. There you shall propitiate Lord 
Bhava. Bearing the name Nandin, you will come here quickly and will attain the status of gatekeeper.” 


3. Arbuda is Mount Abu in the Aravali range in Rajasthan. Vasistha’s hermitage was here, it is a sacred hill to Jains also. 

Verse 85, Chapter 17 - Vrtra Killed: Bali Prepares for War, Section 1 - Kedara-khanda, Skanda Purana: 
85. To Viśvarūpa (one who has the cosmic form), to Visva (the universe). Obeisance indeed to Visvanatha 
(lord of the universe), to Sankara (the benefactor), to Kala (God of Death), to Kalavayavaripin (one who is 


in the form of the units of time) 


The Skanda Purana. Translated & Annotated by G. V. Tagare. 


